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Details of course are yet to be worked out as we work closely with World Hope. 
�

Thanks for being part of a large co-operative effort of Wesleyans to provide needed help!  
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Greetings from Shady Grove… 
 

the little church located in the high narrow valley where hearts and 
hospitality are wider than wide, and faith works itself out in practical 
ways. 
Evangelism continues to be at the forefront of our efforts to reach out 
to our community.  We have knocked on doors, had gift distributions 
and humorous signs posted each week—all alerting our neighbors to 
the love of Christ.  While the signs continue to be a topic of conversa-
tion among the community as they interact with our members, rural life 
is one of fierce independence and traditional evangelism has yielded 
limited success.  This pastor has learned something we all know but 
seldom practice when it comes to sharing Christ with others—
relationships must be established first because love in rural America is 
built on trust.  Until we place ourselves in the “fishbowl” for others to 
see and get to know us, trust can never be established.  The fishbowls 
in our area are the volunteer fire department, town board positions, and 
the grapevine.  You can find members of Shady Grove Wesleyan 
Church swimming in any or all those fishbowls! (And it’s working!!) 
More important than numerical growth however, is spiritual growth.  
Shady Grove continues to grow strong in this area with five baptisms, 
eight new commitments to Covenant Membership, and two professions 
of faith.  If we translate those numbers to ratios, that’s a whopping 
33% change from last year! 
But growth isn’t possible without teamwork and drawing on our re-
sources close at hand.  When small churches team up with larger 
churches we can multiply our impact.  That is just what we have done 
this past year.  Shady Grove has teamed up Grace Lee Memorial Wes-
leyan Church and Beaver Dams United Methodist Church in sharing 
our pulpits and congregations on those special holy days when rural 
country ideals blossom out of long held traditional values.  We are 
forming a community within a community in the greater Beaver Dams 
and Hornby area that is exciting to watch as people reach across the 
physical barriers of hills, valleys and townships that separate our re-
spective churches. 
Closer to home, we continue making little upgrades to broaden our 
“curb appeal” which in-
cludes nicer walkways, 
striping our parking area, 
attractive bulletin boards 
in the lobby, and address-
ing safety issues.  All-in-
all, it has been a wonder-
ful year and we anticipate 
2010 to be a spiritually 
prosperous year as well.  
God bless! 
Pastor Charlie 
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 Sometimes ministry 
involves planting seeds that 
reap results down the road. 
Such was the case with our 
recent Christmas play based 
on the children’s book, “The 
Christmas Miracle of Jona-
than Toomey.” The script was 
written by a member whom 
we lost to cancer last May. Karen Bundle was a teacher who had written and 
directed plays for a nearby elementary school. Our drama team, headed by 
Kim Ouderkirk and Susan Moon, recruited lots of help with set construc-
tion, costumes, lighting, props, music, sound, and actors. The finished pack-
age drew a large group of people from outside the church, including many 
of Karen’s fellow teachers, friends, and family. Pastor Kelvin’s concluding 
remarks watered seeds planted during the performance. 

Our Wesleyan Women’s Ministry has chosen to focus on evange-
lism, missions, and mentoring. One of their missions projects was raising 
money for Angela in Romania, (Her sister, Magda Paashaus, is our assistant 
pastor’s wife.) Angela lost her husband to cancer this past year. So our 
church sent money to put a new roof on her house. Angela was also able to 
trade her donkey for a horse now earning money for the family through 
plowing and bringing in wood. A second missions project was a silent auc-
tion at our annual Syracuse Zone Christmas luncheon, raising $1,028 for the 
Sinesi’s ministry. Judy Cremeans will be mentoring through “Food For 
Thought,” teaching bread-making and other culinary skills to younger wom-
en. In February we’ll sign up “Pass It On” prayer partners, pairing encourag-
ers with those who need encouragement. 

Website: The church’s recently upgraded website now includes 
more ministry pages and blogs such as the Women’s Ministry blog. The 
web is a great way to encourage those who might not have time to come out 
to Bible Studies, and to give out information. You can check it out at 
“www.kirkvillewesleyan.org”. 
 Our Children’s Ministry  Team stresses the fact that children have 
an impact on other kids. Kids need to minister to kids! Each child has cho-
sen another child to pray for, share the gospel with, and invite to special 
events. One girl invited a friend to Vacation Bible School this past summer, 
and the friend accepted Christ, one of 13 who gave their hearts to Christ! To 
disciple these new Christians, Children’s Ministries started a midweek kids’ 
club. Other children’s events included a summer water party with water 
slides and games for kids from the community, PJ parties, an indoor beach 
party, and a Harvest costume party with games and skits. In the works is an 
outreach evangelism weekend with a special speaker, encouraging kids to 
bring other kids to Christ. 

Submitted by JoAnne D. Jones 
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Syracuse, N.Y. 
Permit #737 

Actionline 
6800 Voorhies Lane 
Liverpool, N.Y.  13088 

 

FEBRUARY 
20th– E & CG Meeting 
 

MARCH  
5th-6th-  DBMD 
20th- Wesleyan Women Exec. 
21st- Pastoral Recall Sunday 
25th-26th- Spring Fling 
27th- DBA 
 

APRIL 
24th- Missions 
30th- DBMD 
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